1


5





Homelessness
		



Name
Institute of Affiliation
Professor
Date





Myths about Homelessness in America
A homeless person is an individual who does not have a consistent income which cannot sustain a secure, safe, regular shelter. Most Americans have various misconceptions about homeless people. They believe that most homeless people are drug users, criminals, and mentally ill people whose aim is to rely on working-class people or government welfares. The belief that homelessness is a problem only associated with housing is wrong; rather, it is a dynamic situation that includes various elements like inconsistent income. When we see a homeless person, do we use our extra money to buy them food? Do we turn away and walk past them like they do not exist? Do we feel bad that people like us spend their nights out in the cold like wild animals? These are some of the questions that we should ask ourselves before we judge these individuals. The purpose of this article is to show the myths that people have about homelessness that they are lazy, that they should get a job, that homelessness is a long term situation, that it is related to mental health, that those people are single, that those people only live in the streets the big cities should be eradicated as a step to help fight homelessness in America and change the beliefs of homeless people.
The Writer’s Purpose
The author has indicated various myths that Americans have about homelessness. He intends to educate people, especially Americans, more about homelessness. Most people believe that a homeless individual have refused to work or does not like working as they do not have rent or mortgages that need to be paid every month. This idea is wrong as housing in the United States requires about 30% of an individual's income to afford a one-bedroom house. Some people who had previous jobs and others still have jobs, but they cannot afford proper housing for their families (German Lopez, 2015). They also believe that majority of homeless people have mental problems due to the mental stress accrued from the idea of being homeless. Most people who are homeless suffer from mental problems due to the drastic change of lifestyle, but this is not the major cause of homelessness in American.
Who is the Author's Intended Audience?
The audience is the upper-class individuals who have been misguided or have the wrong idea of homelessness in America. These individuals do not fully understand what homeless people go through and some of the reasons for becoming homeless. This is why it is so easy for them to judge and stigmatize homeless people because they have been misinformed from the beginning since they have never experienced life from a different perspective. The author tries to use statistics and data to prove wrong the idea of homelessness.
How Does the Writer Arrange their Ideas?
The writer arranges his ideas in a logical order. People's main myth about homelessness is that they are lazy and do not want to work. The author tries to show how untrue this is since most people before being homeless had previous jobs that could sustain a family and that the idea that the homeless are lazy is not entirely true (German Lopez, 2015). This is also followed by the idea that having a job keeps one from being homeless, which is also a myth as most homeless people have jobs that cannot sustain a family and good housing, which results in living in homes or their cars.
How Does the Writer Use Diction?
The writer uses formal diction as seen from the statistics from various bodies to support the myths that people have about homelessness. For example, the National Low Income Housing Coalition shows the number of hours an individual has to work to afford a one-bedroom apartment, defined as 30 percent of a person's earnings (German Lopez, 2015). The idea that mental illness is associated with homeless is also proven as the least major cause of homelessness by officials of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration which the writer shows. The word arrangement and choice of words signifies how formal the writer is trying to keep the information for the intended audience. 
Does the Writer Use Dialogue?
The writer does not use dialogue like quotations; instead, he uses facts and statistics to deliver his message. This is seen from the various bodies that conduct surveys for homeless individuals to deliver the message to the intended audiences. Quotations are used in an informal document which cannot apply in this article as it is intended for higher ranking people in the society, mostly the upper class.
Key Terms
The term Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) study has been used to show the study conducted to prove that homeless individuals are not lazy rather, they are individuals who have owned houses before becoming homeless (German Lopez, 2015). Also, the same term is used to show that homelessness is a short-term phase for most people who had jobs before coming homeless. Additionally, this term shows that homeless people comprise of all races, not just the old and single, and the problem of homelessness is evident in both big and small cities. The term Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is used to show that mental health is not the major problem that leads to becoming homeless and that some homeless people do not use drugs as most people tend to believe
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